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In Nov. 23 comments to reporters, Sandinista Peoples Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS)
public relations director Col. Ricardo Wheelock rejected recent reports indicating Nicaragua had
violated accords with the Russian Federation by selling weapons which had been donated during
the 1980s by the former Soviet Union. (For previous coverage see CAU 11/20/92.) Wheelock said
that at the time the weapons first entered Nicaragua, the Soviet Union had indeed demanded that
they not be "given away or sold" in Central America. Nevertheless, he added, that measure was
explicitly tied to the armed conflicts which previously gripped several Central American countries.
Given that wars in the region have subsided, and that the Soviet Union has ceased to exist, "we no
longer feel bound by that commitment," Wheelock declared. Anonymous government sources cited
by the Agence France-Presse indicated that Russia had expressed interest in receiving a portion of
the proceeds from the weapons' sales. Wheelock said he had no knowledge of such an intention,
and denied reports of a chill in bilateral relations. Wheelock confirmed a US$22 million sale of
helicopters and other military equipment to Peru. He said that part of the transaction will be paid
in cash and the remainder with services and equipment Peru will provide to the EPS. (Sources:
Spanish news service EFE, 11/20/92; Agence France- Presse, 11/23/92)
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